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namely, that for eight months in the year the inhabi-
tants belonged to the Tongsa Penlo subject to the
Dharm and Deb Rajas of Bhootan, and during the
remaining four months (June 15 to October 15)
the people reverted to British jurisdiction. In 1842
this anomalous condition ceased to exist. Of the
two rulers just mentioned it may be said the Dharm
Raja is the spiritual, while the Deb Raja is the
temporal head of Bhootan.

By 1845 t"16 most easterly of the Dooars had been
brought under our rule, and now Government decided
that a sum of money, 10,000 rupees, should be paid
annually to the two Rajas as some compensation for
the loss of revenue entailed by them on our taking
over the land.

In 1852 a misunderstanding arose between the
British and Thibetan Governments concerning the
Raja of Gelong in the hills overlooking the most
easterly of the Assam Dooars. This Raja, having
been set in authority over other petty chiefs by the
Thibetan Government, took advantage of this little
show of power to declare himself independent. Troops
from Lhassa were sent against him, and after some
stubborn fighting the Gelong Raja was driven across
our border, and his extradition demanded in most
peremptory terms. This was followed up by an
army being pushed down towards, the plains, and
at one time a Thibetan invasion of Assam appeared
imminent. However, a small British force of 400
sepoys and two guns being hurried up to the Darrang
border, further Thibetan intentions were checked
without actual hostility. A treaty was then signed
by the Thibetans by which they agreed to our terms,